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began. A party of the English troops from before Peru-
mukkal attacked the French and drove them to the Perurn-
bai hill and even to the Valudavur Gt-ate (March 1760).
Bussy who had been paroled after Wandiwash, vras asked
by Goote to surrender himself, and when I jail y offered to
ransom him, the English General declined the ransom. So
Bussy had to surrender himself and departed for Mad ras.
Pigot said that his arrival as a prisoner in Madras would
have a great effect on Indian opinion. The English cap-
tured the fort of Alamparva and proceeded against Valu-
davur. Early in April, Coote raised batteiies against that
fort; and on the 16th he took the place by escalade The
English also seized the Villiyanallur country and tied tora-
ncvms, as a token of their occupation, right up, to the bound-
hedge of Pondicherry. They defeated the French troops at
the Perumbai hill and tied forewarns of occupation in Ari-
yankuppam also, towards the south of Pondicherry. Thus
the month of April ended with the English indulging in al-
most daily sallies from Valudavur and with 10 or 12 of
their ships cruising in the Cuddalore roads; while the "MTa-
ratha general, Balwant Rao, had approached Cuddapah
with a large body of horse. Lally and the JPondichoT.r.Y
Council were desperately trying to secure the help
of Haidar Ali. At that time, Haidar Ali realised his danger
from the minister, Khande Rao, who was plotting against
him, and cast about to get some place of refuge immediate-
ly for his own treasures, and consequently for his own per-
son. He preferred Tyagadrug, a strong hill-fort in the
Caraatic, about 8 miles east of Kallakurichi, by reason of
the difficulty of access to it from Mysore, and the impreg-
nable nature of its fortifications.
About this time a French emissary, styling himself as
the Bishop of Halicarnassus, arrived at Trichinopoly with
proposals to Haidar to join, the French in expelling the
English from Arcot. He further told Haidar that the con-
vention agreed upon between the English and the French
in 1755 was a mere truce; and both proposed to themselves
separate advantages from acceding to it. This emissary
was Antonio de Noronha (1720-76) who was appointed by
Ohanda Sahib as governor of San Thome in 1749 and sub-
sequently arrested by Admiral Boscawen. He later went
to Europe and got the titular Bishopric of Halicarnassus.
He was a pseudo-nephew of Madame Dupleix.